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QuickStart: 
to Market Entry

Whether entering the 
market or simplifying 
operations, we can give 
you a QuickStart.



Whether entering France for the first time 
or simplifying existing operations, we can 
give you a QuickStart.

 Corporate secretarial services: We manage the legal set-up of new or 
existing operations and then help you stay compliant, manage your risk 
and stay on the right side of regulators and filing requirements.

 Accounting: We take care of the compliance and accuracy of your 
accounting, and manage your bookkeeping and reporting in French GAAP 
or IFRS. We can prepare annual statutory financial statements, assist in the 
annual audit processes and help file statutory accounts. 

 Tax compliance: We help with tax registration (corporate tax and VAT 
registration), and preparing and filing of all required tax returns.

 HR and payroll: French payroll and HR processes can be higly complex; 
we help companies of any size by applying and implementing international 
policies in employment contracts and handbooks, and can pay your staff in 
compliance with local law. 

 Registered address: We can provide you with a registered address and 
manage the related correspondence on your behalf. 

 Directorship services: Depending on the activities of the company and 
the other services rendered, we can also provide one personal or one or 
two corporate directors.

 Commercial domiciliation: When you’re operating in a foreign country 
and enter into legal agreements governed by a foreign jurisdiction, you 
need to formally appoint a local agent as representative for dealing with all 
authorities, governments, banks and so on. We can provide an established 
process agent administration service.

TMF Group has local experts in Paris providing accounting, tax compliance, 
registered office and corporate secretarial as well as HR and payroll services 
across France. 

We can get you set up, provide a single point of contact and take care of those  
‘non-core’ elements that keep your business moving, while you focus on what 
you do best: selling your products and services. 

By taking the burden of the back office and centralising it through a single 
provider, we work with you to increase efficiency and help strip out any 
unnecessary costs.

QuickStart: to Market Entry France has five main elements:

What makes us different? 
TMF Group is the global expert 
that understands local needs. 

 KNOWLEDGE: Based in-country, 
our independent experts 
understand the local market and 
all its associated legal,  
financial and regulatory 
compliance requirements.

 FLEXIBILITY: We can offer an 
individual and tailored service 
that is scalable in line with 
business needs and is invoiced 
in whatever currency the  
client prefers.

 CONTROL: Through our 
worldwide network of wholly-
owned offices, we can offer 
global reporting and one single 
point of contact to businesses 
operating across multiple regions. 

 SPEED: Our local presence 
helps businesses to take an 
agile approach and enter new 
markets more quickly than  
their competition. 

 RANGE: We are the only global 
organisation to offer a complete 
suite of complementary 
business solutions. 

TMF Group serves clients 
of all sizes and from all 
sectors; everyone from a 
small start-up to a large 
multinational. We work 
with more than 40% of 
the current S&P 500 and 
Fortune 500.

We help sort and 
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legal set-up and 

structure

We help keep you 

compliant with 

local regulations 
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We handle your 

accounting and 

tax requirements

We help your 

staff get paid on 

time according  

to local rules

We can help you 

find and manage 

an address to 

work from



Thinking of doing business in France?

The challenges...
Lack of local knowledge may result in:

  TAX PENALTIES
  LOST BUSINESS
  CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LITIGATION

 Starting a business: Why does the World Bank rate 
France 27th in the world for starting a business when 
the cost of setting up a new company is low and the 
processes relatively straightforward? Indeed, it only 
takes five procedures and seven days to set up your 
company (including registering with the CFE and having 
company books stamped and initialled by the clerk of 
the commercial court). To avoid any expectation gaps 
you need to know the most critical steps in the process 
(opening a bank account, choosing the right legal 
structure, and so on) and have sufficient local expertise 
to reduce “time to market”. Otherwise, setting up your 
company could well take far more than a week and up to 
several months.

 Protecting investors: Common law countries have the 
strongest protection when it comes to outside investors 
(both shareholders and creditors) whereas civil law 
countries have the weakest protection. Getting the right 
advice can reduce your risks, and you should also try to 
anticipate the cultural factors that would trigger higher 
risks: protection given to employees by the Labour law or 
administrative burdens linked to the regalian functions of 
the State.

 Transfer pricing: France’s tax administration is strict on 
transfer pricing rules and one of the most frequent sources 
of tax audit adjustments for international companies. 
Most important will be the documentation of your transfer 
pricing policies, but you also need to know which forms 
to fill in and what to declare to remain compliant. Failure 
to comply or underestimating the importance of these 
regulations can expose your company to avoidable 
litigation with the French tax authorities, which may result 
in heavy sanctions and penalties.

...and the opportunities
Great reasons to invest in France

  GOVERNMENT INCENTIVES AND SUBSIDIES
  REDUCED TAX RATES AND TAX TREATIES
  STANDARD OF EDUCATION

 Geography: Investing in France gains you access to the 
second-largest market in Europe.

 Access to talent: Despite a certain tax pressure, France 
has a wide range of public universities and ‘grandes 
écoles’ that offer a high standard of education. There is 
a wealth of highly-skilled and motivated graduates from 
various disciplines both in management and engineering 
schools.

 Taxes: France has one of the lowest income tax rates 
overall for revenues from licences and patents, as well 
as special tax treaties with certain countries in French-
speaking Africa amongst others.

 R&D tax incentives: Did you know that research and 
development tax credit and other subsidies can reduce 
your total cost base by as much as 30% for your start-
up or tech company? It’s one of the highest rates in 
Europe, and those tax credits can even be converted 
into cash under certain strict conditions. Both the French 
government and the EU make a variety of incentives 
available to foreign and domestic investors.  
Optimise the cost of your employees: The French 
system includes many mandatory components within 
the employer’s social contributions (healthcare, pensions, 
welfare), which often results in them representing up 
to 50% of the gross salary. However, did you know that 
specific state tax reduction schemes, especially on low 
salaries, can help the average social contribution rate to 
drop below 20%?

 Quality of life in France: The pursuit of excellence in 
services and production is comparable to the French 
passion for good food and wine, and businesses that 
appreciate differences in etiquette, approach and style in 
business are most likely to succeed.



Meet our France Directors
David Orme Lynch is the managing director of TMF Group in France, 
heading up the accounting and tax department. Prior to joining TMF Group 
in 2012, he worked as a financial controller for Sanofi/Aventis in Germany, 
then joined KPMG and later Mazars in France as a Senior Manager. 
During that period he was engaged in various audits for internationally 
listed clients (IFRS, US GAAP) and French corporations, and also provided 
advisory services mostly for internal control compliance SOX issues and on 
IFRS transition issues for EU-listed clients. 

David holds a Masters in Business Administration from Lincoln 
International Business School and San Diego State University. He is also 
a French certified CPA (Expert-comptable et Commissaire aux comptes) 
with more than 15 years worth of experience in that sector in France. 
Since joining our French office, David has developed a strong network 
along with a thorough knowledge of our business and the opportunities 
available for both our international and French clients. He is French, 
bilingual French/English and also speaks German.

Yvette van Loon is a commercial director of TMF Group France. She is 
a 1989 graduate of the University of Amsterdam with a Masters in Law, 
and a 1990 graduate of an additional Masters in Law from the University 
of Pennsylvania. Yvette started working in the United States at ABN 
Amro. After a brief period at Baker & McKenzie, Yvette worked for more 
than 15 years for different companies in the financial services industry 
in the Netherlands and Belgium. She joined TMF Group in January 2006. 
She has taken up many positions, including senior relationship manager, 
compliance officer, and managing director. She is currently responsible for 
the service line registered address and directorship services, next to being 
a commercial director. 

Yvette has developed a very strong network in France along with 
extensive international cross border knowledge about the business and 
the opportunities available for both our international and French clients. 
She is Dutch, bilingual Dutch/English and fluent in French. 

 

Get in touch with David or Yvette to discuss how to best grow 
your business in France: france@tmf-group.com

Whilst we have taken reasonable steps to provide accurate 
and up to date information in this publication, we do not 
give any warranties or representations, whether express 
or implied, in this respect. The information is subject to 
change without notice. The information contained in this 
publication is subject to changes in (tax) laws in different 
jurisdictions worldwide. None of the information contained 
in this publication constitutes an offer or solicitation for 
business, a recommendation with respect to our services, a 
recommendation to engage in any transaction or to engage us 
as a legal, tax, financial, investment or accounting advisor. No 
action should be taken on the basis of this information without 
first seeking independent professional advice. We shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage whatsoever arising as a result of 
your use of or reliance on the information contained herein. 
This is a publication of TMF Group B.V., P.O. Box 23393, 1100 
DW Amsterdam, the Netherlands (contact@tmf-group.com). 
TMF Group B.V. is part of TMF Group, consisting of a number of 
companies worldwide. Any group company is not a registered 
agent of another group company. A full list of the names, 
addresses and details of the regulatory status of the companies 
are available on our website: www.tmf-group.com. 
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Our office in France

TMF Group in France 
52, rue de la Victoire, 
75009, Paris, 
France
T: +33 (0) 1 45 03 60 36
F: +33 (0) 1 45 03 63 77
E: france@tmf-group.com
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