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How to incorporate a Swiss company

Introduction
Under Swiss laws and regulations the incorporation of a company requires a meeting of the 
shareholders in the presence of a notary resolving to:

 form the company

 adopt the articles of association

 issue the shares and arrange for their subscription, and appoint the director(s) 
or manager(s)

 appoint the auditor or forego the need for an annual audit.

The notary present at the meeting of shareholders prepares the minutes and the articles of 
association in the form of a notarial deed. Thereafter, the notary submits the notarial deed 
to the commercial register for registration. Please note that the company is formed by the 
notarial deed, but can only act upon its registration by the commercial register.

During the incorporation process TMF Services SA always co-operates with the legal and 
fiscal advisors of the company, thereby ensuring that the legal and fiscal requirements of 
the Swiss company, and the structure of which it is part, are met.

Documentary and information requirements
To start the process of preparing for the incorporation of a Swiss company, the following 
decisions must be taken by the client, and the relevant information must be provided to 
TMF Services SA (in addition to documents required to meet Swiss laws and regulations on 
KYC and AML):

 what the proposed activities and assets of the company will be

 whether a company limited by shares or limited liability company will be incorporated

 what the particulars of the share capital will be i.e. total share capital, nominal value 
of the shares, registered or bearer shares and how the shares will be paid up

 who will be the directors or managers of the company, taking into account that TMF 
Services SA always provides two individuals resident in Switzerland

 how the signing structure of the company will be, taking into account that the 
individuals resident in Switzerland and provided by TMF Services SA should always be  
able to represent the company

 whether the books of the company will be audited or not, and by whom they would 
be audited (subject to the applicable legal requirements)

 with which bank the company will open its bank account(s). Please note that, prior 
to incorporation of the company, the share capital must be credited to a blocked 
bank account

 three proposed names for the company. Upon receipt thereof we will verify the names 
with the Federal Commercial Register.

‘During the incorporation 
process TMF Services SA 
always co-operates with 
the legal and fiscal advisors 
of the company, thereby 
ensuring that the legal and 
fiscal requirements of the 
Swiss company, and the 
structure of which it is part, 
are met.’
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Contact us
For more information on our products  
and services, or if you would like to 
discuss this publication in more detail, 
please contact:

Jurgen M.J. Borgt 
Director 
T. +41 22 5448 147 
E. jurgen.borgt@tmf-group.com

Sébastien Moret 
Manager 
T. +41 22 5448 184 
E.sebastien.moret@tmf-group.com

Subject to the required decisions listed above being made, the following documents will be 
required to start the process of incorporation:

 if the books of the company are to be audited, a letter of acceptance from the auditor

 a letter of permission from the company providing the registered address to the 
company

 a letter of acceptance from the directors or managers

 specimen signatures of the directors or managers duly legalised with apostille

 Power(s) of Attorney from the proposed shareholder(s) duly legalised with apostille

 a letter of the bank where the blocked bank account referred to above has been 
opened, confirming that the share capital of the company has been credited to said 
blocked bank account.

The drafting and provision of the incorporation documents listed above will be arranged 
for by the legal advisor of the company in co-operation with TMF Services SA and the 
company’s fiscal advisor.

Simultaneous to the documents listed above being provided, the following documents will 
be prepared in Switzerland:

 draft minutes of the meeting of shareholders referred to above 

 draft articles of association of the company

 request for registration with the Commercial Register.

Other documents required by TMF Services SA
Before incorporating a company in Switzerland, you must obtain legal and fiscal advice  
in Switzerland. TMF Services SA requires a copy of such advice, prior to incorporating  
the company.

In addition, to meet Swiss laws and regulations on KYC and AML, you will be required to 
provide information and documentation on the proposed shareholding structure and its 
ultimate beneficial owners. A separate client memorandum thereon will be provided to you 
upon your request.

TMF Services SA would be pleased to assist you with the incorporation of your company  
in Switzerland.

Whilst we have taken reasonable steps to provide accurate and up to date information in this publication, we do not give any 
warranties or representations, whether express or implied, in this respect. The information is subject to change without notice. 
The information contained in this publication is subject to changes in (tax) laws in different jurisdictions worldwide.

None of the information contained in this publication constitutes an offer or solicitation for business, a recommendation with 
respect to our services, a recommendation to engage in any transaction or legal, tax, financial, investment or accounting advice. 
No action should be taken on the basis of this information without first seeking independent professional advice. We shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage whatsoever arising as a result of your use of or reliance on the information contained herein.
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