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Why Mauritius: The gateway to Africa and Asia Pacific 

About Mauritius 

 Full name: Republic of Mauritius 
 1,865 square kilometres in area 
 Located in the southwest Indian Ocean, 900 kilometres east of Madagascar, and strategically 

positioned between Africa and Asia  
 Population: 1.3 million 
 Official language: English, but French is widely spoken  
 Currency: 1 Mauritian rupee (MUR) = 100 cents 

Traditionally, Mauritius is best known as a tourist destination with its white beaches and high-class resort 
hotels. However, over the past decade the island has been recognised as a well regulated international 
financial centre, attracting major banks, multinational corporations, fund managers, and high-net-worth 
individuals. The jurisdiction appeared on the first ‘white list’ issued by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) as being committed to implementing the internationally agreed tax 
standard. 

The development of the financial services sector in Mauritius dates from 1992, and ever since then, the 
island has attracted a number of international businesses investing across the globe.  Mauritius is a hub for 
both inbound and outbound investments for India and China, and is also India’s biggest investment partner 
- accounting for over 40% of their foreign investment inflows.  

Increasingly the island is being recognised as a platform for investment into African countries. The location 
of Mauritius gives the island a significant advantage in servicing African markets and official statistics show 
that a significant portion of foreign direct investment into Africa has been structured through Mauritian 
investment vehicles.      

Mauritius is a member of a number of regional trade blocks, including the Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), and has signed a wide 
network of Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) and Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs). 
The island has close historical, political, economic and cultural ties with countries including India, China, 
and European nations such as France and the UK. It has a hybrid legal system based on English common law 
and French Napoleonic civil code.  

The attraction of Mauritius today as an international financial centre goes beyond tax planning 
considerations. Investors choose Mauritius as a favourable holding company jurisdiction for commercial 
reasons, including the high quality of service, the legal and regulatory frameworks and the excellent 
reputation of the jurisdiction. The island also has a track record of political, economic and social stability. 
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Key highlights 

 stepping stone platform for global investment  
 common jurisdiction for pooling of investors 
 access to extensive DTA network including 10 Asia Pacific countries and 15 African countries 
 low tax jurisdiction with attractive fiscal policies 
 investor friendly jurisdiction  
 no exchange controls 
 efficient banking sector  
 confidentiality of information  
 availability of qualified bilingual professionals 

The Global Business sector of Mauritius offers the ideal platform for structuring of investment into Africa.  
There are two types of Global Business companies in Mauritius: Category 1 and Category 2 Global Business 
companies. 

Category 1 companies (GBL1) are those which qualify as tax resident in Mauritius and can thus benefit from 
the DTAs that Mauritius has signed.  Although GBL1 are taxed at 15%, the tax legislation allows an 
underlying foreign tax credit equal to the amount of the foreign taxes paid, up to the amount of tax due in 
Mauritius.  In the absence of proof, the amount of foreign tax paid is presumed to be 80% of the Mauritius 
tax. Hence the effective tax rate will be between 0 and 3%. 

Funds and Collective Investment Schemes as well as companies engaged in financial business activities are 
also licensed as GBL1. 

GBL2 on the other hand are ideally suited for trading purposes, invoicing, or real estate holding. GBL2 are 
tax exempt in Mauritius and are therefore not subject to any tax and hence cannot access the benefits of 
DTAs.   

About TMF Group 

TMF Group helps global companies expand and invest seamlessly across international borders. Its expert 
accountants and legal, HR and payroll professionals are located around the world, helping clients to 
operate their corporate structures, finance vehicles and investment funds in different geographic locations. 
With operations in more than 80 countries providing outsourced compliance services, TMF Group is the 
global expert that understands local needs.  

In Mauritius, TMF Group provides incorporation and administration services to global business companies 
as well as offering formation and administration services to Mauritius trusts.  

Corporate services 

The key advantages we provide are favourable holding company structures as these provide for tax 
planning/ mitigation by taking advantage of the favourable legislative regime and DTAs afforded by 
Mauritius. With our global reach of more than 100 offices in key financial centres, we can offer corporate 
management services for multi-jurisdictional structures. 
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Our services include: 

 the complete set of services to establish and maintain corporate entities with the appropriate 
financial, legal, regulatory and tax framework e.g. corporate secretarial support, on-going reporting 
and regulatory compliance 

 support for international corporations, financial institutions and individuals 
 ability to establish corporations and special purpose vehicles in co-operation with third party 

advisers 
 ability to execute third party tax planning advice, including establishing intermediate holding and 

finance structures 
 support for corporations requiring substance in Mauritius 

 

Our contact details in Mauritius 

TMF Mauritius Limited 
3rd Floor, Raffles Tower, 19 Cybercity, Ebène, Mauritius  
T. +230 464 5995 
E. mauritius@tmf-group.com  
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